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To my ſincerely Honoured. FR IE x ops, 
Mrs MARGARET Hows, 
Mr. JohN Hows, 
Mrs. Pu ILIE Corrtr, 
Mr. Janes Hows; 
With other near RELATIVES of 
the DE CEAS D. 


My Worthy Friends, 


F either the Deſire of him, whom the All-wiſe 


Diſpoſer bath tranſlated, or yours, ( differing | 


in this ſingle Matter from His) had invited me to 
preach a Funeral Sermon for your excellent Rela- 
tive, I ſhould have found a real Unwillmgneſs to ſuch 


a Service ; and have judg'd it more eligible to have 


been wholly ſilent, than have ſpoken ſo few Things, 


as are mention d in this Practical Diſcourſe, concern- 


ing Him : He indeed recei vd, from the Father of 


Lights, ſo great a Variety of both Natural and 


Chriſtian Perfections, that He was not only a ſhining 
Light, and Ornament of bis Age, but an inviting Ex- 


ample of Univerſal Goodneſs. The Exerciſes whereof, 
toward Men, did ſtrongly recommend him to the Eſteem 
of thoſe from whom his Judgment in ſome Things diſ- 


A. 2 agreed, N 
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ii The DEvicaT1on, 


agreed. So that, (tho He was moſt Temote- {rom' 


ſeeking Honour on this Earth) He had that brinci- 


pal Recompenſe of Piety, in this Life, 'a Good 
Name; which muſt preſerve Him from Oblivion, © 
tho all bis near Relatives, and Acquaintauce, loud 


ſtudiouſly conctal his juſt Praiſes : Nor can He want 
a Monument to make Him live in following Ages, 
whoſe Excellent Writings have gad the approv- 
ing Suffrage of thoſe who are capable Judges ;- aud 
They will be valued, while a Reliſh of Good Senſe 
and Genuine Piety is found among Men. 
All this ſpeaks your Loſs, and of bis Church, Jeu, 


** 


and of the Nation, to be the greater ; and I perſwade 
my ſelf, very few of his Order, have been ſo Generally 


Lamented: (Which is a Tribute due to bis real Worth:) 
But the Obedience, and Reſignation of your Faich 
have been the more grateful to Flim who hath called you 
to make ſuch an Offering, And whoſe mighty Hand 
alone is able to bind up this Wound, and both ſuſtain 
and guide you in your Progreſs to the ſame Happuneſs 
which he now poſſeſſeth-: If this plain Diſcourſe may 
contribute unto this Bleſſed Deſign, this will induce you 
to excuſe the publiſhing of it, and the Defects which are 


. 
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very obvious iin 9 
Your Affectionate Faithful Servant, 
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| LS CAS a ths 
Occaſion of the greatly Lamented 


DEATH 


1 the truly Reverend 


er Howe ; 


Who Deceas'd, — the 24, 1705. 


— 
— — — 


2 Tiwnorny III. 14. 
But continue thou in the things 


haſt learned, and baſt been a fred of 0 
ing o whom thou baſt Aa x 


T Is reaſonabl y ſu opoſed that the Mantle which 


fell from the Pro phet Elijah, as he was taken 

up into heron. was highly valued, and 

carefully preſerved by his Diſciple Eliſha, 
efpecially, when he n a Miraculons Virtue 


aniexed : 


- which thon y 


Cs) 

antiexed to it: The Waters of Jordan, being divided 
when this Garment was applyed to 'em; as we read, 
2, Kings 11. 14, Indeed, when your late molt Worthy 
Paſtor (who may juſtly. be ſtyl'd an Elijah of this Age) 
was tranſlated by Death, He left no Garment which has 
any Virtue to recommend it: But (which is far more 
important) before his Tranſlation, he let fall ſuch. 
Holy Inſtructions, and Heavenly Councells, as, thro' 
Divine Aſſiſtance, are able to dry up the Waters of 
exceſlive Grief, and open a Paſſage into the Celeſtial 
Canaan, into which himſelf hath entered. It is not 
neceſlary, or is-it my Deſign, to open freſh Springs of 
Sorrow, for ſo very grievous a Breach as the hand of 
God hath made, by repreſenting the exceeding Lofs 
which his Family, and Relatives, this Society, yea, the 
whole City and Nation, hath ſuſtained : There is the 
jaſteſt Reaſon, with Heart- affecting Sorrow, to repeat 
Eliſha's Words, uſed on the Occaſion now mentioned, 
2. Kings 2. 12. My Father, My Father, the Chariots of 
Iſrael, (England) and the Horſemen thereof. The Death 
of one Elijah, who had the Spirit of Prayer, whereby 
to open Heaven, and bring down refreſhing Showers 
of: Bleſſings on a whole People; The Death, I ſay, 
of One ſuch, muſt be a Publick, and Common Lofs, 
never enough to be deplor d. 


The Attiring of this Place, and of many aſſembled 
in it, ſpeaks it to be a Houſe of Mourning, but our 
Concernment here, is not to indulge a fruitleſs Sor- 
row, which can neither bring him back to Us, or aſ- 
ſift our Happy Aſcent to Him, which is far more 
covetab'e, and will certainly be attained, by romtinu- 
ing in thoſe Things which we have learned, knowing and 


conſidering of whom me have learned them. This 


| (3) „„ 
This excellent Advice, given by the Apoſtle Part 
to his Diſciple Timothy, I have judged a more proper 


ſubje& of yDur Meditation, on this Occafion, than an 


Encomium of your deceaſed Paſtor, whoſe truly humble 


Mind made Him diſcover an Averſneſs to any Funeral 


Solemnities, or Diſcourſes, which had a Tendency to 
magnifie Him, and gain publick Applauſe: He hated 
the ſounding a Trumpet before Him, living and dying. 
am not appointed to performe ſuch a ſervice, (tho 
but a reaſonable Tribute to his Memory) only the 
ſenſe of my own Duty has enduced me to diſcourſe 
ſomething from the Scripture that hath been read, 
which will, (thro' the Divine Bleſſing) aſſiſt you to 
improve this ſevere diſpenſation, and comply with 
the apparent Deſigne of his Office and Miniſtrations. 
'Tis evident, That ſuch a Providence loudly proclaims 
the Vanity of Humane Life, the unalterable Law of 
Mortality, which muſt be executed on the very beſt 
Inhabitants of this World; ſo that neither the Brighteſt 
Virtues, or greateſt ſerviceableneſs,neitherthe Uſe of the 
moſt promiſing Means, or the moſt ardent and united 
ſupplications er the prolonging of Life, can exempt 
any from the end of all the Living; Which therefore, 
ought to be laid to Heart: But I judge it moſt uſeful, 
that our Meditations correſpond with the CHaracter 
which was eminently peculiar to Him, whom God 
hath taken away from us; and whoſe long excellent 
Miniſtry beſpeaks every one of us, in the language of 
the Text: But continue thou in the things, &c. knowing 
of whom thou haſt learned them. 


'Tis generally agreed by Interpreters, That the 


Apoſtle, in the latter part of the Verſe, intends him- 
| B 2 ſelf, 


— — — — — — — — — 


(43 
ſolf, and that, not only, or prircipally, as inveſted with 
the Apoſtolick Office, but as diſtinguiſh'd by ſomething 
in his Temper, Conduct and Condition: Which did 
ſtrongly oblige his Diſciples to-cortinze in the things 
they had learned; and being duely conſider'd, would 
effectually engage em unto this Practice. 


The preceding Context leads us to this Explicat ion, 
where, without once mentioning.his- Apoſtolick Com- 
miſſion, or the Miraculous Gifts by which He con- 
firmed his Doctrine, he only repreſents to Timothy 
v. 11, 12. Thou haſt fully known, (or for a long time haſt 
fully o>ſerved_) my doFrine, manner of life, purpoſe, ſaith, 
long ſuffering charity, patience, perſecutions, affiiFions which 
came unto me ;. plainly. intimating, that the Life and 
Practice, the Sufferings and Afflictions of one who 
Teacheth the Goſpel of Chriſt, carrie a moſt cogent 
Argument, and. ſtrong, efficacy to engage them who 
are taught, to a firm Perſevering in the Truth and 
Duties of the Chriſtian Religion; Which were (with- 
out all doubt) the Things which Timothy had learned 
of. this Apoſtle, whoſe Office and Deſigne led him to 
Teach the holy Doctrine and Rules of.the Goſpel. 


The Text thus clear d, offers to our Conſideration, 
a-twofold important Inſtruckion. 


I. The poſſibility, and danger, of departing from | 
the Truth, and Rule of the Goſpel]; is ſuppoſed. 


II. A ſuitable, and (in its own. nature) effectual Pre- 
ſervative againſt this Evil is provided, vz. The actual 
Knowing, and due Conſidering of the Character of 

Him, of whomthey have been learn d. As to the former. 
; F.. 
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(3:2 | 
r. The Poſlibility, and Danger, of forſaking the 
Truth, and Rule of «the Goſpel: The ſuppoſing of - 
fuch a thing (in the Text) might ſeem to carry an af- 
front to one of 1rwoth;'s excellent Piety. Him, this 


Apoſtle, calls bis own (or legitimate) Son in the Faith, 


1, Tim. I. 2. And his dearly beloved Son, 2. Tim. I. 3. 
Yea, (as ſome learned Men, with great probability 
conclude) the Pillar, and gronnd- of the Truth, 1. Tim. 
AE. 15. (For there is now neceſſity of giving this 
Character, either to a perticular Church, or even the 
Univerſal |) However that. be, 'tis unqueſtionable 
that Timothy was not only a ſincere, but a very emi- 
nent believer, who had made an uncommon proficiency, 
under the Teaching, and Inſtitution of the Apoſtle 
Paul; who, thereupon did give Him the Office of an 
Evangeliſt, far more conſiderable than that of a Biſop 
or even a Metropolitan, which hath been aſſigned to 
Him without ground,) yet, notwithſtanding, this Ex- 
hortation to him, carrieth a plain ſuppoſition, that it 
was (conſidering the Cafe abſtractly from the divine 
Purpoſe) poſſible, even for Him, not to continue in 
the things which he had learned of ſuch a Teacher as 
the Apoſtle Paul: Who therefore, judged it neceſſary 
to fortify Him, by this earneſt Advice and ſuitable Di-- 


rection. And We ſhall perceive juſt reaſon to extend 


the ſuppoſition unto All, who have learned, even. of 
the beſt Inſtructors, the Sacred Truths and Duties. of 
the Goſpel, if we reflect on the various Cauſes of de- 
parting from em; As 


1. The Native vicious Inconſtancy and Inſtability. 
of Human Minds: None are, by renewing Grace, 
made Perfect, and delivered from all nn 


— — cmd — u 


(6) 


fects as to the Chriſtian State; If we are not kept and 
- guarded by Divine Power, we are in continual Dan- 


ger of departing from the Living God. Who would 


ave ſuſpected any Mutableneſs in thoſe Iſraelites, 


who heard the Majeſtick, Terrible Voice of God, pro- 


mulgating his Law on Mount Sinai, (whom ſome 


Fewiſh Authors have magnify'd, as if They had all been 


Pirko R. Tl. advancd above the Miniſtring Angels:) On 
es, C. . which Occaſion, They moſt ſolemnly ob- 

lig'd themſelves to hear, and do all that 
the Lord their God ſhould ſpeak. Deut. 5. 27. And 
yet ſo unſtable were their Hearts that they quickly 
C within leſs than forty Days, ) turned aſide out of 


the Way, which God had commanded them. Exod. 32. 


8. Yea when the Son of God, the Great Prophet, 
was rais'd up, and. ſent to the ſame People among 
whom he was approv'd of God, by the moſt ſtupen- 
dous Miracles ( ſuch as none other had ever wrought, ) 


One of which, vis. The multiplying of the Loader. (by 


which many Thouſands were fed _) catried ſuch con- 
victive Evidence, that the Spectators profeſs'd, This 
7s of « Truth, that Prophet that ſhould come into the World. 
John 6. 14. Yet, the very next Day, many of theſe 
very Perſons, who were Chriſt's Diſciples, departed 
from him, and walk'd no more with him, V. 66. On 
this Suppoſition of our vitious Inſtability, the Apoſtle 
grounds the earneſt Advice, Let him that thinketh be 
ſtandeth, take heed leſt he fall, 1 Cor. 10. 12. 


2. The ſtrong deluſive Workings of remaining Un- 
Belief. This Root of Apoſtacy, is not totally kill'd 
and deſtroyed, even in thoſe who have the Spirit of 
Faith. Hence we find the Apoſtle cautioning them, 
whom He ſtyles Holy Brethren, Partakers of the Hea- 


venty 


r 


venly Calling. Heb. 3. 1 to take heed, leſt there be in 


them an evil Heart of Dubelief, in departing from the 
living God. V. 12 How apt are we to admit into our 
Minds, a Suſpicion, leſt the Goſpel-Revelation, ſhou'd 
be a cunning devisd Fable, a meer Invention of He- 
ceivers, who for their own Intereſt have fram'd this 
Doctrine, eſpecially, when any are obſerv'd to pre- 
tend a Teal for it, while they deny it in their Works, 
2nd turn it into an Engine of advancing Secular Pow- 
er and Advantage: Like thoſe, „hom the Apoſtle de- 


ſcribeth by this infamous Character. 1 Tz. 6. 5. 


counting Religion to be an Income, or Gainful Buſi- 
neſs, as that Paſſage ought to be rendred. 


3. The various Diſcouragements which attend a 
conſtant Belief and Practice of the Goſpel ; which the 
Apoſtle had his Eye upon in the immediately preceed- 


ing Context; where he mentioneth the Perſecutions 
and Afflictions, which {till followed _ in the diſ- 
charging of his Office; And ſubjoins, V. 12, Tea; 


and all That will live go ly in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall ſuffer 
Perſecution, by the reviling Tongues, or (when God 
permits) by the oppreſſive Hands of evil Men: Theſe 
Lyons, in tife Way of our Duty, have terriry'd many. 
out of it, who have been aſham'd or afraid to conti-- 


nue in that Courſe, ( which tho' moſt unjuſtly) 
hath the reproachful Name of a SeF, and is every where 
ſpoken againſt. AFs 29, 22. The Expericace cf all 
Places and Times, informs us how ſtrong and dange- 


rous Impreſſions have been made, by the Reproach 


and Contempt, the Croſs and Sufferings which attend 


the faithful Service of Chriſt: Even while the Memo- 
ry of our Redeemer was recent, his Blood as it were, 
| yet 


. 
7 
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(8) &* | 
yet warm, and his Apoſtles alive, and ſhining as 
Lights in the World: There was cauſe of a ſorrow- 
full Complaint of this Kind. 2. In. I. 1 5. Ihou knoweſt how 


that all they which are in Aſia, be turn'd from me. The 


true Reaſon of this inexcuſable deſerting may be diſ- 


covered in the following Part of the Chapter, vis. 


They were aſhamed of the Apoſile's Chain, they judg'd 
it both diſhonourable and hazardous to perſiſt in the 
Communion of One, who gain'd nothing among Men 
but diſgracing Bonds, and diſtreſſing Torments. 


4. The ſtrong Impreſſions made by wordly Allure- 
ments: There is not a-more Dangerous Enemy to 
our Souls, and which ſo powerfully diſſuadeth from 
continuing in the Things they have learn'd (of the moſt 
excellent Teachers, ) than the Love of this World: 
Wherever this prevails, it ſtifleth all the Convicti- 
ons of Reaſon and Conſcience, it baffleth the Force | 
of all the Arguments which demonſtrate the Divine 
Original of the Goſpel, and the unſpeakable Impor- 
tance of the Truths and Councels contain'd init. There 
have been, and will be many, to whom the Account 
given of Demas, is juſtly applicable. 2 Tim. 4. 10. 
Demas huth for ſalten me, (and conſequently the Things 
he had '"carn'd of me) having loved this pre- 
ſent World. And never, I think, was there greater 
Danger from this Snare, than in the Age wherein 
we live; in which a Pagani Eſteem and Admirati- 
on of Riches and Greatneſs renders all the vaſt Con- 
cerns of the other World deſpicable, and without 
Force: 'Tis moſt amazing, that Chriſtians ſhould be 
ſo blinded, as not to diſcern, what the Pagan Cicero 
has complain'd of. Corrupt: Mores, depravatique ſunt 
admiratione Divitiarum. The Manners of Men are 
corrupted and deprav'd, by the admiring of Riches. 


* 


C9) 


sth and laſt Cauſe of this Danger, is the Seduction 


and Enticement of wicked Men, which the Apoſtle 
remarks in the Verſe immediately preceeding. But evil 
Men and ſeducers ſhalt wax worſe and worſe deceiving, 
Kc. Tis a ſad Reflection, that too many Good Men 
ſeem contented, only to ſave their own Souls, without 
ſeeking to allure and draw others into the Path of Life: 
But evil Men ſet themſelves to infect others, and en- 
gage them in the ſame pernicious Courſes? Thoſe 
who want Learning to diſpute and reaſon againſt 
Truth and Holineſs, fail not to employ the little Wit 


they have, in ridiculing the moſt Sacred Things, like: 


the Scoffers predicted by the Apoſtle Peter, 2. Ep. 
2. 3. Cngodly Men, walking after their own I uſts, 
who ſupply the Want of argument by prophane 
Jeſts and Raillery on the Goſpel and thoſe who ſe- 
riouſly and heartily believe it. To which they often 
add the enticing Baits of Liberty, Pleaſure and Gain, 
which carry a mighty Force, eſpeclally with Hunger 
t erſons, whoſe Age makes em unſuſpicious and in- 
conſiderate, Hence, ſo many in their Youth quite 
caſt off all the Bands of a Pious Education, whilſt 
they guard not againſt the Dangerous. Enticement 
of Sinners, which is earneſtly injoyned by the Royal 
Preacher, Prov. 1. 10. whoſe notorious Detection from 
the Worſhip of God, is afſignu'd unto this Cauſe. 
1 King. 11. 5, 6. | 


Having thus repreſented the Danger of not conti- 


nuing in the Things which have been fearn'd of thoſe 
who have inſtructed us in our Holy Religion, We 


proceed in the 


zd. Place to conſider the Preſervative againſt this 
= Danger 


(10) 
Danger, laid down in the latter Part of the Text, 
knowing, (or cor ſideripg) of nom thou haſt learned 
them. q. cl. 1 apprehend, thou wilt be ſtrongly tempt- 
ed to deſert the Doctrine and Practice which have 
been delivered to thee ; but if thou duly remembreſt 


my Character and Conduct, how I have demean'd my 


ſelt, in my whole Courſe, this will be an apt and ſui- 
table Means to eſtabliſh thy Reſolution of adhering 
to the Things thou haſt learned of me. In diſcourſ- 
ing on this Apoſtolick Preſcription, we ſhall, 


[1.] State the proper Efficacy of the Preſervative 
in its general Nature. | 


[2.] Lay down the Particular Characters of a 
Teacher, which moſt directly contribute unto the pre- 
ſerving from the Danger mentioned. The Former 
is neceſſary to prevent Miſtake, the Latter to en- 
gage and animate our holy Purpoſe of continning in 
the Truth and Duty of the Goſpel. As to 


1. The ſtating and explaining the proper Efficacy 
of what is .preſcribed, to preſerve us from the Dan- 
ger above related, it will be uſeful to obſerve the fol- 
lowing Particulars, 


1. That this is not to be underſtood, as if the bare 
Authority of any Ordinary Teacher, were a ſufficient 
Ground of Obligation to continue in the Things we 
have learned of him. This can't be ſuppoſ'd, with- 
out a moſt dangerous altering the very Nature of 
Faith, which is always to be built on a Divine Teſti- 


mony, as the Apoſtle aſſerts, Rom. 11. 17. So then 


Faith-cometh by hearing, (or Teſtimony ) and hearing 
| 5 | by 


1 

by the Word of God. We ought not give this Deference 
to even an Angel from Heaven, much leſs to the 
moſt excellent Teachers, that their ſingle Authori 

ſhould oblige us. We are commanded by our Lord, 
in this Sente, To call no Man onr Father upon Earth, 
Matth. 23. 9. i. e. not to admit any one whomſoever 
( who acts in hisown Name ) to have a Dominion 
over our Faith: Only, the ſupream Original Truth, 
the Bleſſed God ſpeaking by his Son, and thoſe whom 
He commiſſioneth, is abſolutely to be relyed on. The 
Bereans are dignify'd with the Title of Noble, or high- 
born Perſons, becauſe when the Apoſtle Pau! firſt 
preach'd to em,. They ſearch'd the Scriptures daily, 
whether thoſe things were ſo. Acts 17. 11. Moch more is 
it our Duty to examine all that we learn of our Mi- 
niſters, by the ſame infallible Rule, that we may not 
be the real Diſciples of any other Maſter beſides him 
whoſe Name is put on us, in our Baptiſm. Our Faith 
and perſevering Obedience to the Goſpel, muſt not 
ſtand in the Hiſdom, (or Authority ) of Men, but 
in the Power (and Veracity ) of God, 1 Cor. 2. 5. 


2. This is to be underſtood in Subordination to the 
internal effectual Agency of the Divine Spirit, by whom, 
as the principal Efficient, God doth ſtabliſp all Beliew- 
ere in Chriſt, as the Apoſtle aſſerts, 2 Cor. 1. 21, 22. 
The Sealing and Impreſſing of our Minds and Hearts 
by the Heavenly Signet, is abſolutely needfull unto 
our continueing in the Things we have learn'd ; all our 
own Efforts and Endeavours will never preſerve us 
from Defection and drawing back unto Perdition, 
without the powerful Working ofthe Holy Spirit, who 
alone can fix our wavering Minds, and furniſh with 
Strength to reſiſt, and overcome, the moſt dangerous 


C 2 Aſlaults 
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Aſſaults that we can be expos'd to: Therefore the A- 
poſtle, beſides this ſeaſonable Conncel to Timothy, ear- 
ficitly prayeth for him; laſt Verſe of this Epiſtle, The 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with thy Spirit; as knowing, that 
without the inward Vital Preſence of the Redeemer, 
all other Helps will be inſufficient, and unſucceſsful, 
and we are oblig'd to add unto our Uſe of the Means 
here perſcribed, fervent and continued Supplication, 
for obtaining the mighty Aid of the Divine Spirit, whom 
God hath graciouſly promis'd to give to thoſe who asþ 
Bim. Luke 11. i3. But, 


3, The Efficacy of ſuch a knowing and conſider- 
ing of him of whom we have learn'd, deriveth (in 
the uſual Method of Providence) from the native 
Prevalent Force of Example : When the PraGree of a 
Miniſter agreeth with his Doctrine, this doth ſtrongly 
recommend and impreſs the Things that arc taught 
by him: Wheras a Practice, that is contrary to the 
molt holy Rules and Inſtructions, - ſhuts up and 
bars the Hearts of thoſe who obſerve this Diſa- 
greement. Hence the Bleſſed God, while he ſpake by 
Prophets, call'd none to the Prophetict Office but 
Holy Perfons, as we read, Lok. 1 70. 2 Pet. 1. 21. 
And *tis well known that where the Qualifications of 
Oficers in .Chriſtian Churches are deſcribed, the 
Principal Streſs is laid upon a holy and unblameable 
Life. 1 Tim. 3. Titus 1 On this Deſign, that the 
Example of thoſe who teach others, might powerful- 
ly convey their Doctrine into the very Hearts and 
Conſciences of Men: And this Conſideration gives a 
fad Occaſion of obſerving,how great a Judgement and 
tremendous Plague, a vicious ungodly Miniſtry is to 
2 People, which uſually is much more influenced by 
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the Manners of their Teachers, than by all the Ar- 

guments and Councels which are propos'd by them: 

One ſtray ing Guide, who himſelf leads the way in a 

Courſe of Sin, draws many after him, into the ſame de- 
ſtructive Path. This provok'd the terrible Diſpleaſure 

of God againſt the Jewiſh Prieſts, againſt whom he 

draws a moſt ſevere charge. Mal. 2. 8. But ye have de- 

parted out of the Nay; ye have cauſed many to ſtumble 

at the Law. Not the greateſt Learning, or moving 
Eloquence, not the moſt accurate obſerving of external 

Forms, can compenſate for a Defect as to Holineſs of 
Converſation; which leads to the 


Fourth And laſt Reflection, viz. That the know1ag 
and conſidering of the Chriſtian Practice of a Teacher, 
is a molt apt Means to prevent or remove Prejuaices 
againſt the Things which have been learn'd. Con- 
ſtaut Experience atteſts the Truth of this. Many have 
acknowledg'd that it was their obſerving the Juſtice 
and Temperance, the Patience and Humility of thoſe 
who ſuffer'd as evil doers, which convinc'd them of the 
Divine Authority of the Chriſtian Doctrine. Therefore 
the glorious Founder of the Chriſtian Church,did nor” 
only furniſh the firſt Publiſhers of the Goſpel, with the 
Prophetick Spirit, and Miraculous Gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt, but repleniſhed them with all the Fruits of Righ- 
teouſneſs and univeiſal Goodne(s : They could make 
2 juſt and ſafe Appeal, to all who had Opportunity of 
obſerving, in the Appſtle's Language, Theſ. 2. 10. Te 
are witneſſes, and God alſo, how holily, and juſtly, and 
unblameably we bebavcd or ſelves among you that believe, 
Tis a very memorable Paſtage, which I have met with 

Garbut: ina Learn'd and judicious Author, © If the Goſ- 
* pet (C ſaith he) were now to be planted again, - 
o 0 t 8 


. 
© the Miracles in the World, I think, would not make 
it take, while our Morals are as they are. AMi- 
* racle may ſtrike a little Wonderment at firſt, but good 
* Morality (i. e. a holy Converſation _) it finks, it 
* ſoaks to the Heart : Perverſneſs may ſay a Miracle is 
* from the Devil; but who can ſay, that good Morality 
is from the Devil? This will be ſuſbcient, I hope, to 
prevent Miſtake, concerning the Nature and kind of 
that Efficacy which belongs to the Means here di- 
rected to; I now proceed in the 


2 Place, to lay down the particular CharaFers of 
a Teacher which moſt directly recommend, and im- 
preſs the Things which have been learn'd of him; 
which will bring the Diſcourſe to the ſorrowful Cir- 
cumſtances of your preſent State; Where (as | have 
before ſignify'd) I ſhall not attempt to draw a full 
Deſcription of Him, whoſe Deceaſe we juſtly lament. 
(which is always a conſiderable Part of a Funeral 
Diſcourſe; ) but confine my ſelf to ſome ſhort Memo- 
rials of him, which agree with my preſent Deſign; 
which will be a far greater Advantage to you than 
to hear his juſt Praiſes ſet forth by the Tongues of 

Men and of Angels: This later could only yeild an 
evanid Delight, which can no ways contribute to 
our chief Intereſt, I mean the Salvation of our Souls ; 
which, thro' divine Aſſiſtance, will be furthered by 
the following Account of thoſe ſpecial Characters which 


are moſt-apt toengage unto a continuing inthe Things 
that we havelearned: As, 


1. Knowledge in the Myſtery of Chriſt, a clear Un- 
derſtanding of the Council of God, that relates tothe 
Salvation of loſt Sinners. Without this, an honeſt Mind 


may 
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may deceive others, becauſe it ſelf is liable to be de- 


ceiv d. This our Apoſtle appeals unto, in the firſt 
Place where he makes a Deſcription of himſelf J. 10. 
Thou haſt fully known my Doctrine, (i. e. how conſo- 
nant to the Scriptures; ) And puts the Epheſrars in 
Mind, that He was furniſht with this ſacred Know- 


| ledge, by which he was rendred a wiſe Maſter-Builder 


in the Houſe of God, Eph. 3. 5. I ſhall not flatter 
your late Teacher, when I affirm, that God had given 
Him an uncommon Skill in the Word of Righteoul- 
neſs, from whence He always drew all that he taught. 
He had peculiar Advantages for underſtanding the 
Oracles of God, a large Fund of natural Endowments, 
improved by ſuperadded Preparatives unto the Study 
of the Scriptures ; a rich Treaſure of Human Learning ; 
C deſpis'd by none but the ignorant, ) particularly a 
thorough Knowledge of Pagan Theology, by which he 
was enabled to deſcry the Shortneſs and Miſtakes of 
Human Reaſon, which Faculty he very well under- 
ſtood to uſe, in Subordination unto Chriſtian Faith, 


whoſe Myſteries He was able to free from the Objecti- 
ons of Cavillers. 


But that which moſt of all aſſiſted his Searching and 
right Underſtanding of the Scriptures, was his very 
early and growing exemplary Pzety,which hath the Pro- 
miſe of divine Teaching and Illumination. He took Care 
to waſk the Veſſel, that it might be receptive of 
Divine Communications. To all theſe,. . he ad- 
ded Unwearied Diligence, Humility and Prager 
which was the Delight and Solace of his whole 
Life. In ſuch a Courſe, He was ſafe from the Illu 
tons of Fancy, and the Specious Errours that many 
Great Wits have been entangled with, His very ex- 


cellent 
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cellent uſeful Writings are- a Publick Teſtimony of 
this Thing: Moſt juſtly might He_uſe the Apology, 

made by the Apoſtle Paul when he was cenſur'd and 

reproach'd with being mad; Iam not noi mad, but ſpeal: 

Jorth the Words of Truth and Soberneſs. Acts 26. 25. 

This Wiſdom enabled him to confirm the Truths of 

the Goſpel with proper and moſt convincing Evidence, 

and repreſent the Chriſtian Scheme, in its native un- 

3 Comelineſs. And ſhould we not continue 

in the Things we have learn'd of ſuch a Scribe, inſtrucł. 

e unto the Kingdom of Heaven? A 


Second Character, which has a peculiar Aptneſs to 
recommend and impreſs divine Things, is godly Since. 
rity; with which all the firſt Publiſhers of the Goſ- 
pel were adorn'd, and it did moſt eminently ſhine in 
the Conduct of the Apoſtle Paul, who takes frequent 
Occaſion to mention it, becauſe ſome, either from 
Ignorance or Malice, taxed him with the Want of it, 
as if he had ated according to Worldly Politicks 
2 Cor. 1. 12. Our rejoycing is this, the Teſtimony of our 
Conſcience, that in Simplicity and godly Sincerity, not 
with fleſhly Wiſdom, ——We have had our Converſation 
in the World, and more abundantly to youwards. And 
he more largely inſiſts on this Qualification of thoſe 
who have the Office of inſtructing others. 1 Thef. 2. 
3, 4, 5. 6., I know the Imputation of Inſincerity, 
and Hypocriſy, hath been very frequent, againſt the 
moſt upright excellent Servants of God; thus when 
the Accuſer, could not faſten a Charge on the Life of 
Holy Job, he tazeth him with a mercenary and in- 
ſincere Diſpoſition of Mind. Job. 1. Doth Fob ſerve 
God for nought2 ED 


e 


017 

* The wiſe Council of God permits theſe unrigh- 
teous and very uneaſy Accuſations, to exerciſe and de- 
monſtrate the Reality and Truth of his Servants Cove 
and Devotedueſs to him: Of which your deceaſ'd 
Paſtor gave molt convictive Evidences, throughout 
the whole Courſe of his Miniſtry; by a noble. and ge- 
nerous contemning of the World, and Secular Ad- 
vantages. and a Steady aiming at the Honour of God, 
in all his Conduct and Miniſtrations; ſo that 
the Character given of a Learned and excel- 
lent Defender of the Froteſtant Cauſe, doth truly be- 
long to him: viz, Many excellencies there were in him, 
for which his Memory remains; but above all was 
his Crowy, that he unteignedly ſought God's Glory, and 
the Good of Mens Sovlsz And nothing doth fo ſtrong- 
Iv recommend the Things that we have learned, as 
an Aſſurance of the Holy Sincerity of the Teacher, 


who can have no Defign to corrupt the Word of God, 


for the Sake of the Greateſt Worldy Advantage. V. 2. 
Cor. 2. 17. For we are not as many, which corrupt 


the Word of God : But as of Sincerity, but as of God, in 


few in our Age, to whom, this ſolemn Proteſtation 
of the Apoſtle is more truly applicable than to 
Him, of whom you have learn'd; and what can 
juſtify the not continuing in the Things taught 
by him? A KEN 


e 


* F, Paul relateth that Pope Adrian, ( one of the honeſteſt of his Order) 
charg'd Luther, and his Followers, with Hypocriſy, and acting againſt Con- 
ſcience, in which they were perſwaded of the certain Truth of the Romiſb 
Tenents, but diſſembl:d their Sentiment in ſua conſrientia ten ſſero per 
indubitate I opinion: Romani fingendo altrimente: E pero efſert coſa facillima tat iag uere 
quella dotirina, che non era fond ata, ſalva che 48 el inte re. Iſtoria del Con- 
cilio de Trento, L. 1. That Pope hath not been ſingular in his Cenſute, than 
which nothing could be more un juſt. 


D 34 Character 


Clilling worth. 
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34. Character, which directly contributes to this Par- 
Toſe, is an ardent Affection unto them who are taught. 
Nothing doth ſocertainly open and captivate the Hearts 

ct Men, as Love when 'tis apprehended. Very emi- 
nent were the. Apoſtle Paul and his Fellow Labourers 
for this diſpoſition, 1 Theſ. 2. 8. Being affeFionately 
deſirous 4 you, we were willing to impart 10 you 
not the Goſpel of God only, but alſo our own Souls 
(i. e. Lives) becauſe ye were dear to ur. Nothing 
could rife higher than what we read Row. 9. 3. For 
could wiſh that my ſelf were accursd for my Bre- 
thren: [| Where tis not to be ſuppo'sd that the Apoſtle, 
a moſt ſincere an fervent Loverof Chriſt, could intend 
an eternal Separation from Chriſt, which 1s all one 
with Damnation, but he only meant a bod'ly Deſtruc- 
tion for the Sake of Chriſt, ſuch as they ſuffer'd who 
were accurs'd or devoted unto Death. V. Lev. 27. 29. 
Num. 21. 2, 3.] Ican truly profeſs, that I have not 
known any. one, who hath ſo nearly reſembled this 
Pattern, as He whom we lament. How naturally, and 
with inward Sollicitude did he care for your Eſtate? 
Hou oft hath he miniſtred in this Place, when his In- 
firmities made ſuch a Service hazardous to his Life? 
Which he did not count dear to himſc?f, that he might 
finiſh his Courſe with Joy, and the Miniſtry he had 
received for the ſaving of Souls; for which he had 
the moſt tender Regard, to the diſregarding of all other 
and lower Intereſts, We may juſtly apply to him, 
the Account given by this Apoſtle, of Epaphroditus. 
Phil. 2. 30. For the Work of Chriſt, he was nigh unt6 
Death, not regarding his Life. I might mention v2- 
rious Inſtances of this moſt tender and fervent Love 
10 Souls, as his impartial and faithful reprowzng of * 

Without 
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without Reſpect of Perſons; his Eaſineſt of Acceſs, 
his condeſcend ing to the loweſt, and indeed becoming 
all things to all, that he might gain the more But 
1 muſt not omit that bright Evidence of his divine 
Love to Men, I mean his Readineſs to aſſiſt all the 
Neceſſitous and Diſtreſs'd, that he had Opportunity 
of doing Good unto: Very few have been fo govern'd 
as He, by the Apothegme, of our Lord. It is more bleſ- 
ſed, to give than receive. Acts 20. 35, His Charity 
was not,a narrow Spring, limited and confined to a 
ſmall Spot, but like an Ocean, ſent forth refreſhing 
Streams without Diſtinction. How oft have the Bow- 
els of our Perſecuted Brethren in a Neighbour King- 
dom, thoſe generous Confeſſors of the Faith, been re- 
freſh'l by his Concern for them? When it is the re— 
proachful Character of our Age, that all ſeek their 
own Things, are intent on building their own Houſes, 
and raifing their Families, He was intent on buildingup 
Living Templ:s unto God, in all the Ways which 
might contribute to the preſent and everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs of Men. In this Courſe he not only laid up for 
himfelt an undecaying Treaſure in Heaven, but us'd 
the beſt Method to entail a divine Bleſſing on all his 
Offspring. Surely the Inſtructions, the Councels and 
Exhortations of ſuch an one, ought never to be for- 
got, or ſlighted, when they could proceed from no 
other Principle, than a moſt unfeigned Love to God, 
and Affection to thoſe among whom he laboured. A 


4th. Recommending Character of a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel, is Chriftian Patience under Afflictions and Suf- 
ferings. When any ſuffer Death for the Truth of 
Chriſt, they gain the glorious Titles of Martyrs, 
D 2 or 


| 6209 | 
or Witneſſes of Chriſt, whoſe Doctrine they ſeal with 
their blood. The Divine Providence hath taken Care 
th t the Chriſtjan Faith ſhould not want this Evidence, 
both at its firſt planting, and at the Time when it 
was refed from Antichriſtian Corruptions. The 
fnoſtie in the preceeding Context lays a great Streſs 
on this Thing, v. 10. 1+. Thou haſt fully known my 
Loe ſaffering, Patience Per ſecut ions, Afflicb tons, 
which cave unto me, ——what Perſecutions I endur d i. e. 
was not a meer compell'd Patient, but underwent them 
with becoming Submiſſion, and Fortitude: Indeed, 
God was not pleas'd to call forth his Servant {lately 
withdrawn from us) unto the Fiery Tryal, but he 
was furniſhd with Patience, and Fortitude of Mind, 
able to encounter the moſt grievous Sufferings 'Tis 
reaſonable to conclude that the afflicting Hand of God 
did fo long, and varioufly chaſten him, not ſo much 
for his own Profit, as that he might be an eminenc 
Example of a truly Chriſtian Patience under very ſharp 
Afflict ions. All the violent Pains he endured, all the 
tedious Hours he paſs'd in his former, and laſt Sickneſs, 
did not draw one impatient Expreſſion from him, but 
even then his adoring Praiſes of God, did inſtruct, and 
confirm others. This was a Seal which he affixt to the 
Doctrine taught by him, which therefore we ought to 
continue in. A ; 


5th. And laſt Character, which ſtrongly recommends 
the Things which have been taught, is a final joy- 


ful perſeverance in the Chriſtian Courſe: It was on 


this Deſign that the Apoſtle giveth this Account of 
himſelf, 4 Chap. of this Epiſt. v. 7. I have fought « 
good Fights 1 have finifhed my Courſe ; I have kept the 
Faith, The very ſame Language did agree to your 

Excel- 
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Excellent Paſtor. If he had fainted, or retracted at 
laſt, this muſt have much weakned the Force of the 
Things he taught, and your Obligation to continue 
in them: But the Divine Grace enabled him to finiſh 
his Courſe with uncommon Joy. As he had always ex- 
ercis'd an inviolable Reverence for his own Conſcience, 
whoſe Purity and Peace, He preferr'd above the moſt 
tempting Advantages, ſo few ever more experienced 
a Divine Peace, and Serenity of Mind, at the neareſt 
Approaches of Death - The Sentence of it, when he 
receiv'd it in himſelf, did not diſmay him: He needed 
no Conſolations from Men, hut as aged Holy Simeon, 
Luke 2. 29. only leave from his Lord, to depart, 
and be admitted into his immediate Preſence, who 
hath now openly approved this good and Faithful 
Servant, and caus'd him to eater into his own Joy. 


Let ns now in the Fear of God lay theſe Conſide- 
rations to heart, that ſuch excellent Labours as we 
have enjoy'd, may not be loft, or turn into accuſing 
Witneſſes againſt as another Day. Our continuing 
in the Things we have learned of him, wi!l be the 
beſt Improvement of our unſpeakable Loſs, and here- 
by ſhall we ſhew the trueſt Reſpe& to his Memory, 
that he may not only live in his Offspring and uſeful 
Writings, but in the the truly Chriſtian Converſation 


of thoſe who were related to him,orhad Opportunity 
of learning of him. 28 


In Order to which, I ſhall ſubjoin a few perſua : 
ſive Conſiderations. As, 


1. It ought to have great weight in your minds, 
that the things you learned of Him are the moſt Im- 


portanr 
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portant, and uncontroverted Truths of the Goſpet : 
He did not entertain you with doubtful Diſputations, 
or Debates concerning External Forms and Modes of 
Religion. His great Soul could not deſcend to theſe 
little things. He hath expreſſed himſelf fully on this 
Subject, in the Dedication of Delighting in God, and 
Preface to the Carnality of Religions Contention, which 
latter breaths ſo heavenly a Charity and Concern for 
the truly Chriſtian Intereſt, that a very Eminent Di- 
vine of the Eſtabliſhed Church did profeſs a willing- 
neſs to lay down his own Life,if ſuch a ſtate of Things, 
as is there deſcribed, might obtain among Chriſtians, 
God is witneſs, and you with many others) alſo, that 
his publick Miniſtrations were wholly taken up in 
opening and applying the Principles of the Oracles of 
God, (which he did with inimitable Clearneſs, and Ju- 
diciouſneſs,) and in deſcribing, nd prefling the un— 
queſtionable Duties of Men and Chriſtians; luch as 
Love to God and our Neighbour, Repentance, Faith, 
Chriſtian Vigilance, Prayer, Humility and Holy Fear, 
with which out Salvation is to be wrought out, ſtill 
inculcating the abſolute Neceſſity of Chriſt's Mediation, 
and the Renewing, Aſſiſting Influence of the Hoiy 
Spirit, which he ſhewed to be conſiſtant with, yea 
obligatory unto our earneſt endeavours after Converſion, 
and Eternal Life. (which laſt He largely preſſed in 
many Diſcourſes on Rom. 2. 7.) Very frequently He 
caution'd againſt thoſe Three dangerous Rocks, (that 
prove fatal to many Souls) viz. a Senſual Life, For- 
mality in Religion, and Onfruitfulneſs in the Chriſtian 
Profeſſion. And is there any of all theſe, which you 
ought to be aſhamed, or unwilling to continue in? 
Can the Reaſon, or Judgement of Men, frame a juſt 


Objection againſt ſuch a Courſe? Nay, will not that 
Man 


(23. 
Man ſtand ſelf condemned, who having once learned 
ſuch importaut, undoubted Truths, departs from them, 
through any Temptations whatſoever? Add to this, 
in the | 


Second i Jace, The convincing demonſtration He pro- 
duced to ſatisfy Reaſon, and Conſcience, He was au 
avowed Enemy to a blind implicit Faith, as alſo to a 
blind Devotion. And none had a better Skill to ſer 
in the beſt Light,the rational Evidences,which confirm 
the : rinciples, and Duties, both of Nature, and Re- 
vealed Religion, of which his publiſhed Writings 
are a convincing Witneſs, and his ordinary Diſcourſes, 
tho' cloathed with familiar Janguage, were not in- 
ferior, as to {trength of Reaſoning: So that it could 
not be charged on Him, that He preach'd to the Fancy, 
or only aimed to move the Atfections; for He always 
firſt addreſled to the Judgment and Conſcience, ſo 
that if the Goſpel which was taught by Him, remains 
hid, to 3:3y who attended his Miniſtry, it is Vid to t hoſe 
who are loſt, in whom the God of this world hath blinded 
the minds of them that believe not - ecauſe by mani- 
feſtation of the truth he commended (or approved) himſelf 
to every man's Conſcience in the ſight of Ged; as the 
Anoſtle ſpeaks of himſelf, and his fellow Eabourers, 
2 Cor. 4. 2, 2, 4 Again 


2dly. Reflect on the very manner of his Teach- 
ing, how earneſt, how moving, how pungent, how 
perſuaſive was his Language and Expreſſion? It might 
plainly be diſcern'd, that He (pake from his very 
Heart; not as pleaſing the Ear or Imagination, (which 
his rare Wit and Eloquence enabled Him to do) but 
as ſceking the eternal Happineſs of Souls. do is 
| aid 
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"ICY laid concerning the fam'd Tra& of a Sroiel 
Philoſopher, That it was ſo moving, and 
operative, that if any were not wrought on, he could 
only be reform'd by the Tribunals of the other World, 
(the Author ſpeaks according tothe Platonick 
Hypotheſis) is aplicable in this caſe. It may 
almoſt be deſpaired, that thoſe who refus'd and re- 
jected the Meſſages brought by him, but retain'd hard 
and obdurate Hearts, ſhon'd be perſwaded to Repeu- 
tance, and Holineſs, by any other Miniſtry. 


Simpl ic ius. 


4. It ought further to be conſider'd, That the Things 
learned of him, were a moſt precious Truſt or Depo- 
fitum committed to thoſe who have learn'd them. 
PS : hee —_ term dn Which is tran(]- 
e g ns 22. ated, haſt been aſſured, in ſome Greek 
8 Copies, by a ſmall . is in- 
to a Verb that 8 to commit, or entruſt; and this 
reading hath been preferred by ſome Tranſlations. 
This cant be queſtion'd, that Divine Truths, and 
Inſtructions, have the Character of a Sacred Truſt, 
which is to be preſerv'd with atmoſt Care and Fi- 
delity. The very Light of Nature, the Dictates of 
Reaſon, diſcover this obligation: So that all agree in 
condemning the baſe Injuſtice of him, who betrays 
a Traſt, and is negligent in preſerving that which is de- 
poſited with him, and the Crime is judg*d the more hei- 
nous, and inexcuſable, by how much the Depoſitum, the 
Thing committed to another, is more precious and va- 
juable. Who but a blinded Infidel, will deny the incom- 
parable Value of Sacred and Divine Truths, which are 


of a Heavenly Original, and are a principal Treaſure 


committed to the Church. How ſolemn a Charge 
was given to Timothy, 1 Tim. 6. 20. O Timothy, 720 
that 


'hatwhich is committed to thy Tru ſt. And it is repeated 


2 Tim. 1.14.that good I bing which was committed to thee 
keep.q.d.Giveall Diligence to guard the excellent De- 
poſitum of the Goſpel, which thou haſt been entruſted 


with.The ſame Obligation is laid on us, who learn'd 


the ſame Goſpel, which muſt deſerve a far more fol- 
licitous Concern than any of the precious and admir'd 


Treaſures of this Earth, which ate guarded with 
greateſt Care. But if we continue not in the Things 
we have learn'd, we are guilty of the worſt Tu 195 
and Unfaithfulneſs to others, and of gteateſt Unkind- 
neſs to our ſelves; for the things we have learn'd, are 
not made our Propriety, to do with em as we pleaſe; 
But we are oblig'd to tranſmit them to others of the 
ſucceeding Age, that they who 1iſe up after us, may 
enjoy the ſame bleſſed Advantage. Pſal. 78. 5, 6. 
How great is the Crime of a Parent, who having re- 
ceiv'da fair Patrimony,or Honour, doth waſt the Eſtate, 
and forfeit the Honour, which he ought to transmit 
to thoſe that are to ſucceed him. If thoſe of this Ge- 
neration, ſhould betray the Civil Rights and Liberties 
of the Nation, which have been tranſmitted by their 
Anceſtors, and entail Poverty, and Slavery on the ſuc- 
ceeding Generations ; How unpardonable wonld ſuch 
a Conduct be judg d? But the depriving of Poſterity 
of the Light and Efficacy of Goſpel Fruth, is an In- 
jury, an Injuſtice unſpeakably greater : Becauſe the for- 
mer only affects the Temporal, and leſſer Intereſts of 
Men, but the latter endangers their Souls, and eternal 
Felicity: And who would not tremble at the Thought 
of ſuch Guilt, if he really believes, and expects a fu- 
ture Judgment, in Which a Severe Account muſt be 
given of this Sacred Talent, that hath been entruſted 
with him? What Anſwer ſhall he give, in the Day or 

E Accounts 


- 


8 ͤ—k—ññ» — 
—— — — —— 
4 * 
9 


— — — PW 
k — —— 


+ ae ET — — a — — 
— — — e — ) —·•² r —— — 

— — — — — * 4 — ” « > 
— — — 


ä—— — — — —ꝛ—é— _ 


= — — — x _ 5 


Accounts, who was very ſollicitous and diligent to 
guard every other Truſt, to tranſmit with great Fide. 
lity, Houſes, Lands, Trade, and ſuch low Matters, but 
was unfaithful to his principal Charge, and (as much 
as lay in him ) by. not- continuing in the Things him- 
ſelf had learn'd, ſuffer'd the Goſpel to fail and be loſt 
out of this World? In the 


N 
g 


5th. And laſtPlace;Without continuing in the Things 
you have learn'd of your deceas'd Paſtor, you can't N. 
come where He now is. The preſent Separation is 
matter of juſt Sorrow, that we ſhall ſee his Face ( on WF 
Earth) no more: But what muſt an Everlaſting Sepa- e 
ration be? To behold him Shining as the Sun in the 
Kingdom of his Father, and your ſelves eaſt into ou- 
ter Darkneſs: To ſee him crown'd with never-fa- 
ding. Life and Glory, and your ſelves ſhut up in the 
Place of Torment: What Heart can bear the very || 
Thought? But nothing is more unqueſtionable, than 
that there is but one Paſſage, one Path to Heaven, 
where he had never come, if he had not continued 
himſelf in the Things - which he firſt learned, and af. 
terwards taught. Nay, if you ſhould depart from the 
holy Truth and Duty, in which you have been inſtruct- 
ed by Him; notwithſtanding the tender Love he bore 
to you, He muſt ſtand forth as a Witneſs, and Accu- 
ſer, to aggravate your Guilt, and greaten your Con- 
demnation. I fhall - conelude with the Adviee of the 
Apoſtle, to his dearly beloved Philippians, applyed 
to the preſent Subject Phi I. 4. 9. Thole Thingt, which 
you have both learned, and received, and heard, and ſeen 
* HAM. do: And. the God.of Peace. Hall be with you. - 
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